EAUC Conference, Bangor

Outcomes from the workshop on Transition Universities and Colleges held on Wednesday 24 March 2010 with David Somervell and Glenn Strachan

Summary of responses by participants to the following two questions

	What will be the major challenges facing current students when they are mid-way through their careers in 2025 to 2030?
	What skills should they be taught now in order to prepare them for these challenges?

	· Low or no economic growth 
· Fewer jobs and lower pay

· New technologies

· The high price of energy

· Cost of living 
· Family choices

· Higher carbon taxes

· Acting at a local level

· Economic and environmental migrants

· Overpopulation

· Joining old and new technologies to work effectively together

· Location and structure of working life

· Less mobility, remote working, virtual teams
· Understanding solutions to transportation problems

· Work/life balance

· Rising food prices, food shortages and associated health problems

· Adaptation to extreme events
· Biosphere pressures (fish stocks, timber, etc.)
· Careers changes, the need to be flexible
· Re-skilling later in career
· Reduction in overall consumption and limited access to consumables, rationing
· Realign priorities, change of mindset
	· Joined-up thinking through an interdisciplinary approach, holistic thinking
· Innovation 

· Carbon literacy
· Sustainability literacy

· Ecological principles

· How to build community capacity to support community projects e.g. local currencies
· How to operate in local and global communities

· Waste management, waste hierarchy

· Combining hi-tech and low-tech to achieve solutions

· Independent working
· Long term thinking
· New communication skills, less face to face
· How to communicate between sectors

· “Grow your own Mentality”

· Health and fitness 

· Sustainability specialisms – engineering, architecture, etc

· Trans-disciplinary skills sharing

· Different models of economics

· Global citizenship

· Practical skills

· Permaculture

· Beekeeping

· Clothes-making

· Eco-building skills

· Cookery

· Life skills for survival
· Self reliance

· Resourcefulness, how to work within limited resources and consume less
· Green social skills

· Slow culture

· Social justice

· Reflection

· Impact awareness


