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For Information 
 
Purpose 
A brief summary of current issues and activities affecting the EAUC’s Scotland Branch. 
 
Report 
 
Branch Meeting: A meeting of the EAUC-Scotland Branch took place at the University of Edinburgh on 4 
November 2010.  Full minutes will be available in due course. 
 
The meeting welcomed Mr Paul Sherrington (Principal, Banff & Buchan College) to his first meeting.  Sara 
Lynch (Queen’s University Belfast) and John Russell (Southern Regional College, Newry) attended as 
observers to discuss possible links between Scottish and NI institutions involved in the EAUC.  
 
I briefed the Branch on the last meeting of the Board (17 September 2010) and the continued progress being 
made on governance issues, including an overview of the Board’s ‘values’ discussion, the emerging 
communications strategy/plan and the establishment of sub-committees to oversee Audit & Risk and People 
& Performance. 
 
For its part the Scotland Branch welcomed the Board’s decision made to defer the Universities that Count 
programme for a year pending a substantial review. 
 
The Branch agreed that its next meeting would be held by video conference with a decision made to use at 
least four hubs in Aberdeen, Edinburgh, Glasgow and Belfast. 
 
Projects: Full detail of all Scottish (and national) projects are to be included in the report by the Head of UK 
Programmes & Scotland Manager.  However, the following matters are worth highlighting: 
 
• Topic Support Networks: the Branch noted that the TSNs had been energized in recent weeks, with 

a series of meetings held and the emergence of new TSNs in Behaviour Change, Sustainable ICT 
and Procurement; as well as meetings of long standing TSNs.  The Branch welcomed the invaluable 
support provided by the EAUC-Scotland staff in facilitating these meetings. 
 

• International Collaboration:  The Branch noted the efforts being made to investigate international 
collaboration between the EAUC’s sister organizations AASHE and ACTS.  The Branch welcomed 
the Australasian Universities’ interest in the UCCCfS model.  The Branch noted that care was 
needed to ensure that this initiative benefited EAUC members but on balance commended this effort 
as demonstrating leadership in the field and offering far greater opportunity than risk. 
 

• UCCCfS: The Branch noted that the UCCCfS was runner-up in the Best Green Public Service 
category at the 2010 Scottish Green Awards (with QMU winning the category).  The Branch 
congratulated the EAUC Scotland team on this success. 
 

Scotland / NI Proposal: The Branch welcomed the opportunity to discuss how it might help NI institutions 
become more involved in the work and programmes of the EAUC.  It was agreed that the NI institutions 
would meet in advance of the next Branch meeting to discuss the opportunities of such participation, with 
reps from the EAUC staff likely to attend.  A more formal role in the Branch was a possible way forward but 
all noted that, at this stage, this welcome development would benefit from a light touch.  The Branch noted 
that there were certain administrative and funding issues around such an arrangement but felt these were 
unlikely to be significant in the context of the EAUC’s national role as a sustainability champion. 
 
SFC Funding:  The Branch noted the submission of a proposal for a further three year funding package from 
the Scottish Funding Council (SFC).  A decision on this £410,000 funding package (for the next three years 
and linked to delivery of the UCCCfS programme) is to be made in early 2011. 
 
 
Fraser Lovie 
EAUC-Scotland Branch Convener 
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