Response to Consultation on Implementation of Article 5 of the Energy Services Directive
The Environmental Association for Universities and Colleges  is the sustainability champion for universities and colleges in the UK. Run by members, for its members, the EAUC seeks to work with members and partners to drive sustainability to the heart of further and higher education.

List of consultation questions:

Q1 – Do you agree with this definition of the public sector?

Yes 
Are there any bodies that fall within the scope of the Public Contracts Regulations but should not be included in this definition?
No
Alternatively, are there any bodies which do not fall within the scope of the Public Contracts Regulations but should be included for the purposes of the Directive? 
No Comment 
Q2 – Do you agree the issues summarised by the two bullets above are the key elements in determining whether a public sector body is fulfilling an exemplary role?

Yes
If not, what would be required to fulfil an exemplary role in the context of this Directive?

Q3 –Do you agree with the analysis that existing energy efficiency loan schemes in the public sector makes the UK compliant with option (a)?

Yes
Q4 - Do you support the continued funding of such schemes?
Yes
Q5 – Do you think there is a need to further develop model contracts for the public sector for energy services and energy performance contracting? Which  organisation(s) relevant to your part of the public sector do you think should provide this guidance?
Not as such - The Higher Education sector is well provided with Purchasing Consortia which includes a wholly owned sector organisation specifically for energy purchasing – The Energy Consortium (Education) Ltd.  Also the Sectors Association of University Procurement Officers provides adequate guidance.  The Learning and Skills Council would advise the Further Education Sector.
Q6 – Do you agree that the mandate for ‘Quick Wins’ in central government and the promotion of minimum environment standards in the health sector take the UK part way towards compliance?
Yes
If so, do you think these could be suitable mechanisms to build on for the rest of the public sector?
Yes
Q7 - Are further measures required to ensure that the devolved Scottish public sector is compliant with this option? What should those measures be?
No Comment 
Q8 - Do you agree with the assessment of the current gaps in policy for the measures in Annex VI?
Yes
Q9 – Do you agree that guidance on energy efficiency and energy savings as a possible assessment criteria in procurement should be improved?

Yes 
Q10 – Do you think that best practice and the actions being taken by the public sector to improve energy efficiency could be communicated more effectively?

Yes
Q11 – Which bodies are most relevant to your organisation in providing guidance on procurement?

HefcE, SFC and HefcW are the relevant funding councils for HE in the UK and potentially could lead within the Sector in providing such guidance.  LSC for the FE Sector.
Q12 – Is the assessment of current energy monitoring fairly represented? If not, what other monitoring arrangements are in place?

Yes – In the HE Sector the Estates Management Statistics are quite in depth but are Voluntary across the Sector – FE Sector eMandate is compulsory 
Q13 – Do you agree that Government should seek a voluntary approach to meeting compliance?
Not necessarily – a voluntary scheme may have difficulty in 100% compliance but could be cost effective in delivery.  Compulsory control, however, in participation will have an unacceptable cost implication for all participants.
Q14 - Do you agree with the key characteristics of the voluntary arrangement set out above?

Yes – However it is important that the relevant Sector Lead Bodies need to be correctly identified and be fully committed to the Voluntary Arrangement
Q15 - How do you think the voluntary arrangement should be monitored?

The lead body – DEFRA?? OGC??  – will need to regulate Arrangement compliance across the Sectors by agreement with the Sector lead organisation eg for HE Hefce, SFC, Hefcw (see answer to Q11)
Q16 - Do you agree with the proposal to improve existing guidance?

Yes – across the Public Sector there is already much guidance which should be collated and made available from each Sector lead organisation.  This common Guidance can then be modified as and when centrally.
Q17 – Do you agree with the proposal to improve the sharing of good practice?
Yes – across the Public Sector separate Sectors have their own “Sharing Forum” this should be collated and made available to and from each Sector lead organisation.  
Q18 - Do you agree with the proposal that bodies responsible for procurement in different parts of the public sector, should be responsible for integrating the relevant policies?
Yes in principal – as they are to direct the sector members.  However if overall regulatory control is to be via “Procurement Bodies” then it would make sense for OGC to lead.
Q19 – For local government which is the most relevant organisation to undertake this responsibility?

No Comment 
Q20 - Do you agree that we should build on existing reporting arrangements wherever possible or should a duty be placed on all public bodies to report energy data?
Yes – both the HE & FE Sectors have existing reporting systems that would be ideal for this purpose.
Q21 - Do you agree with the proposal to implement options (b) and (c) from Annex VI? If not, which options do you think should be implemented?

Yes 
Q22 – Should the public sector be implementing more than two measures from Annex VI?

No – However compliance with the other measures should be encouraged
Q23 - What specific additional actions do you believe should be taken by the Scottish Government in order to improve energy efficiency in the Scottish public sector and if necessary to comply with the directive?
No Comment 
What would be the implications (costs and benefits) of these actions?

No Comment 
Q24 - What specific additional actions do you believe should be taken by the Welsh Assembly Government in order to improve energy efficiency in the Welsh public sector and if necessary to comply with the directive?

No Comment 
What would be the implications (costs and benefits) of these actions?
No Comment 
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