BREEAM Higher Education/GreenBuild Update (as of November 14th 2008)
Summary

The main project focus continues to be on BREEAM HE. The main consultation occurred between March and June 2008. BRE produced version 1 of a draft assessor’s manual in August-September 2008 and a review meeting was held on October 13th. Version 2 of the manual was produced in early November and is currently open for review.  A special meeting on laboratories was held on November 12th. Progress will be reviewed at the November 21st meeting of the steering group. Subject to this, the pilots will take place in December 2008-March 2009, with a review session at the AUDE conference. A full launch is scheduled for summer 2009. The minutes of the various meetings, and other documents mentioned below, can be viewed on www.aude.ac.uk or www.heepi.org.uk.
Draft BREEAM HE Manuals

The first draft assessor’s manual, and associated documentation, was issued in stages in August-September 2008. The general approach was to have some ‘filtered’ credits which would only apply to some buildings, especially laboratories. Comments on the first version of the manual have been collated and published by BRE, who accepted most of the detailed points. A review meeting was held at BRE on October 13th, and had 18 attendees. The main areas of discussion were:

1. Whether the proposed use of the SBEM calculation method as the main method for allocating energy credits might be disadvantageous to many HE buildings, especially laboratories (this was further discussed, and a short term alternative agreed, at a subsequent meeting on Nov 12th);

2. Whether the proposed system of transport credits reflected the concerns expressed on this topic in consultation sessions (the general sense of the meeting was that it did, but more feedback is required); 
3. Whether BRE’s positioning of BREEAM Higher Education as part of BREEAM Education, with a number of shared credits for colleges, schools and universities, might detract from its credibility within HE (BRE agreed to tread carefully so that this did not occur); and
4. The respective merits of a whole building assessment or allocating the floor space between different activities and assessing them directly (BRE felt the latter had been problematic in approach and preferred not to do it, which most attendees accepted).  

A second version of the draft manual was issued in early November and is currently open for review. 

A follow on meeting to discuss laboratories and other heavily serviced spaces took place at the University of Oxford on November 12th and had 11 attendees. The main areas of discussion were:

1. General approach to energy credits – it was agreed to pursue a ‘twin track’ approach, with BRE modifying SBEM to take labs into account (which will take some time), and an alternative approach of introducing 5 additional credits within ENE1 for heavily serviced buildings;

2. Lab specific criteria – it was agreed to tailor the criteria to lab types, with six (chemistry; biological/medical; in vivo; engineering/physics; clean room/nano; and other) being defined. Each has a mixture of mandatory and optional credits;
3. Innovation credits – these were welcomed as a good idea in principle but there was considerable concern about their implementation. 
Further work will be undertaken on laboratories during November. A preliminary meeting has also been arranged with BRE’s SBEM Director for December 3rd (prior to the first pilot meeting). 
BREEAM HE Piloting

A number of applications were received to take part in the piloting and twelve buildings were selected:

1. New research/teaching building complex, Aberystwyth University;

2. Refurbished Library, University of Stirling;

3. New Learning Centre, Student Support Services, multi-purpose hall, and social areas, Canterbury Christ Church University;

4. New Engineering blocks, Imperial College, London;
5. New Health Exercise and Biosciences building, Loughborough University;

6. New Business School and Student Hub, Manchester Metropolitan University; 
7. New/Refurbished campus at King’s Cross, University of the Arts London;
8. New Biomedical Sciences Research Centre, University of St Andrews; 
9. Refurbished/Extended Students’ Union, University of Leicester; 
10. New Central Research Facility, University of Leicester; 
11. New Engineering Laboratory, University of Cambridge; and
12. New building (exact one to be defined), Radcliffe development; University of Oxford.
The initial briefing meeting will take place at BRE on December 3rd and a final review meeting will be arranged for March 2009. 
BREEAM HE Timetable

The following has been agreed with BRE:

Production of pilot assessor’s manual by end November 2008 (taking into account feedback from version 2, and the steering group meeting, and with the possibility that the lab credits may not be fully defined);
Piloting from December 2008 until March 2009;
Final review and modification during March to May 2009 (including a review session at the AUDE conference); 
Assessor training during May/June 2009; and
Full launch in June/July 2009.  

The pilot manual will be published, and therefore be available to all HEIs to use.
The whole scheme will be reviewed about 2 years after launch, so that further amendments will be possible at that stage. 
Other Greenbuild Activities

The launch of the main labs component of the project is scheduled for the w/b March 5th 2009, when a European ‘tour’ by Geoffrey Bell, the main technical expert of US Labs 21, has been arranged. This will be jointly financed by Greenbuild and the University of Luxemburg. A conference is to be held in Luxemburg on March 5th, with a partial aim of developing interest in a European sustainable laboratories initiative, and will be followed by a design charette for a new science complex at the University on March 6th. HEEPI will then schedule three days of Geoffrey’s time in the UK for March 2cnd-4th, which is likely to include two workshops and a design charette.

HEEPI arranged a very successful session on ‘Lab-based Campus developments in Europe’ at the US Labs21 conference in September. This included presentations by the UK Health Protection Agency, Novartis and the German biological research equivalent of the Max Planck Institute. Peter James also presented (with Mike Dockery) on sustainable laboratory developments in UK higher education, and moderated several other sessions. One result will be several UK events during 2009 featuring US experts.

Three student bursaries have also been set up in collaboration with the Green Chemistry Network and the University of York. The students will work with the Network to develop sustainability teaching materials for chemistry and other students.             

