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Minutes of Meeting
Monday 29th August 2011 
Dundee University, Dalhousie Buildings 

Present:

Merry Scott (Chair)
Tactran

Lisa Black
SEStran

Hannah Medcalfe
ACT Travelwise

Dave Kinnaird (DKD)
Liftshare

Lorenzo Pergola
EAUC

Alexandra Henderson
EAUC

Christopher Johnson
Cycling Scotland

Jamie Pearson
Edinburgh Napier University

Simon Fraser
Fife Council

Clive Brown
City of Edinburgh Council

Paul Ince
East Lothian Council

Trudy Cunningham
University of Dundee

Pamela Coventry
NHS Tayside

William Dove
NHS Fife

Keri Stewart
Colin Buchanan 

Apologies:
Emma Crowther
University of Edinburgh

John Barr
North Lanarkshire Council

Don Kent (DKT)
Nestrans/ACT Travelwise 

Keith Irving
Living Streets
Douglas Muir
Midlothian Council

Kathryn Cooper
Renfrewshire Council

Matt Eastwood
Eastwood Consulting

Ranald Robertson
HiTrans

Mark Craske
NHS Forth Valley

Clare Strain
SPT

Euan Renton
City of Edinburgh Council

Penny Stoddard
Stirling Council

	
	Action


	1. Apologies for Absence
MS welcomed all to the meeting and gave thanks to Dundee University for hosting the ACT Travelwise Scotland Meeting.  Apologies were then noted as above.

2. Matters Arising
It was noted that there had been some names missed on the distribution list.  LB requested that all members forward any additional contact details that should be a part of the ACT Travelwise Scotland List.
3. Separate Group Meetings
The members then separated in to the following groups:
· Regional Transport Partnerships and Cycling Scotland 

· Private Sector

· Local Authorities and Health Boards

· EAUC – HE and FE institutes 

4. Feedback from Groups
MS asked the members if the current format of the meetings should continue.  The group concluded that the format should not change.

CB gave the group an update on behalf of the Local Authority and NHS group.  This was summarised to the following points:

· NHS Tayside reported that unfortunately the modal share for single occupancy vehicles at Murray Royal had gone up.
· NHS Fife reported that even with various Travel Planning measures, single occupancy vehicle numbers remained relatively unchanged.
· The LA and NHS group had discussed the changes by HMRC to the Cycle to work Scheme.  

A discussion by the whole group then followed.  SF explained that HMRC will now be looking to claim back VAT.  He added that this would have an effect on Councils who use this extra revenue to improve cycling infrastructure.  TC explained that Dundee University would no longer be providing the scheme.  She added that some staff would not use the existing scheme, as they could not purchase bikes that were discounted in sales.  As an alternative, TC added that she had placed 10% discount tags for the local bike shop on bikes parked at the university.   
TC then gave the group an update on behalf of EAUC.  This was summarised to the following points:

· The group also held a discussion on the issues surrounding the Cycle to Work scheme. 

· JP of Edinburgh Napier University stated that the University had conducted a student travel survey.

· TC added that Dundee University would also be conducting a travel survey in the near future.

· TC reported a 300% increase in cycling levels at Dundee University and explained that she is currently installing new cycling facilities across the campus.

· TC explained that Dundee University were taking part in a trial for Energy Savings Trust’s new Grey Fleet Review

There then followed a discussion on the Scottish Government’s Plugged-in Places initiative.  Some members expressed concern that funding had only been allocated to Councils to date.  

The RTP and Cycling Scotland group then gave the members an update of the group’s activities:

SEStran

· SEStran currently offer 50% matched funding of up to £25,000 for projects qualifying under their Sustainable and Active Travel Grant Scheme.  Applications can be found at www.sestran.gov.uk 
· SEStran will be participating in National Liftshare Week with a promotional ‘Guess the Year’ campaign on Forth One.  This will tie in with Liftshare’s national promotional theme.

· SEStran will be hosting a ‘Smarter Access to Health Care’ Seminar on the 28th of October at the new Forth Valley Royal Infirmary.  The free event will demonstrate best practice in Car Sharing, Telehealth and Telecare. Information on the event will be circulated by LB.

Tactran

· Facebook advertising has been used to some success by Tactran.  This has resulted in a dramatic increase of visitors to Tactran’s Liftshare website. DK suggested MS give a presentation to the group at the next meeting
· MS also notified the group of Tactran’s Travel Plan Knowhow site.  She explained that the site offers organisations in the Tactran region advice on implementing Travel Plans and provides a one-stop shop of information.. This can be found at www.travelknowhow.org.uk/tactran 
Cycling Scotland
· CJ explained that grants of up to £2,000 were available for workplaces working towards Cycle Friendly Employer Status.  He added that these did not have to be match funded, although commitment from Employer to follow through to Cycle Friendly status would be required 

· Cycling Scotland is also offering Cycle Commuter Course for the subisdised rate of £100 all inclusive for up to 8 candidates (usually £450).

· On the 21st September (to coincide with European Mobility Week) Cycling Scotland are asking every workplace in the country to take part in 'The Big Count' - Scotland's first national Cycle-to-Work audit.  This can be found at www.bigcount.co.uk
· Cycling Scotland has created a communications resource pack for workplace champions.  This has been backed up with a social media campaign at facebook.com/lovehatemybike 
· Making Cycling Mainstream - Cycling Scotland have issued an offer to Local Authorities and Universities offering the 'Making Cycling Mainstream' professional development programme free of charge.  

DK gave the group an update on behalf of the Private Sector group.  This was summarised to the following points:

· More should be done to attract members from the private sector.
· DK added that the National Conference 2012 in Scotland should be utilised to grow the ACT Travelwise Scotland Group.

· DK suggested that an E-Leaflet of the group’s benefits could be drafted to attract more members.

There then followed a discussion on the benefits of the National Group.  TC suggested that Linkedin could be used.  MS agreed to have a look at these suggestions.
5. In Town Without My Car Day (ITWMC) and National Liftshare Week
MS explained that National Liftshare week would be held on the 3rd-7th of October.  She asked the group if anyone had plans to promote the week or ITWMC Day.  DK stated that Lifshare were running a competition during the week.  He explained that those sending a sharing request will be entered into a £250 prize draw.  He also added that Nestrans were to broadcast their first television campaign and SPT were focusing on press coverage for the week.  SF stated that Kirkcaldy were looking to promote ITWMC Day this year.  TC then added that she would be including Liftshare in her monthly carbon reduction newsletter. 

6. ACT Travelwise Update
HM gave the group an update on behalf of ACT Travelwise. This was summarised to the following points:  
· ACT Travelwise had submitted a proposal for an EU project.  Results of the bid will be published in November.

· ACT Travelwise is aiming to become an institute of accreditation for Travel Plans.  Don Kent is currently putting a paper together on this.

· The annual conference has now been split into two separate days, one in November and the other in March.  HM will be sending out agendas for both events.

· Programme for ACT Travelwise Training events is now available.  HM to forward a copy to LB for distribution.

· ACT Travelwise is now set up on Facebook, Twitter and Allinx.

· Posters for members with little or no communications budgets are now available and were handed round the group.
· The ACT Travelwise annual report is now available, in hard copy and on the website.

· ACT Travelwise are offering a student grant award of £500 for research projects.

7. ACT Travelwise Conference 2012
MS explained that the location and venue for the Scottish Conference had still to be decided.  She explained that so far the two options are Edinburgh and Glasgow.  The organisational team were to provide suggestions and costs for potential venues.  MS stated that Matthew Eastwood was putting together a questionnaire for members and previous conference attendees.

8. AOCB

AH gave the group an update on the events to be held by EAUC:

· Partnership and Engagement – Glasgow Caledonia University, 14th September.

· Sustainability in Social – Queen Margaret University, 27th September

· Procurement Event – Edinburgh University, 29th September

· EAUC Scotland Conference – Perth Concert Hall, 1st November 
She explained that there were further CPD events held by EAUC and are available on the EAUC website.

CB added that there was a Sustainable Aviation Event held on the 9th of September at Edinburgh City Chambers.  More details could be found at http://www.conference.tri-napier.org/
Date of next meeting – Jan 2012 - TBA
	All
LB
MS

HM


