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Introduction 

– First launched 1990

– Over 200,000 buildings certified

– Best practice in sustainable building 

design

– Range of categories covered

– Market recognition for low 
environmental impact buildings

Introduction 

– A benchmark that is higher than 
regulation

– A system to help reduce running costs, 
improve working and living 

environments 

– A standard that demonstrates progress 

towards corporate and organisational 

environmental objectives

BREEAM Assessment Process

Pre-assessment estimatorPre-assessment estimator

Design stageDesign stage

Post-construction stagePost-construction stage

BREEAM In-UseBREEAM In-Use

Final certificateFinal certificate

Interim certificateInterim certificate

Self-assessment
Licensed assessor / environmental 
advisor (optional but recommended)

Formal assessment
Licensed assessor (required)
QA process

Existing buildings in operation
Self-assessment or certification
All portfolio or individual buildings

New Construction 2011

– July 2011

– Drivers;

• New regulation & standards

• Low carbon, low cost challenge

• Code for a Sustainable Built 

Environment

• Common carbon metric
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Overview of Changes

– Scheme consolidation

– Consolidation of issues 

– BREEAM New Construction

– New assessment methodologies:

– Energy

– Water

– Waste benchmarks

Energy efficiency and CO2 Emissions

Refurbishment projects

Options;

– BREEAM New Construction 
2011

OR

– BREEAM 2008 schemes

Future: BREEAM Non-domestic 
Refurbishment

LICA, Lancaster University

– First higher education building to 

achieve BREEAM Outstanding

– BREEAM Education 2008

– 85.16%

– District heating by CHP

– EPC ‘A’

– Rainwater recycling

– SUDS

– Responsible sourcing

– >85% construction waste recycled

Carnegie Village, Leeds 
Metropolitan University
BREEAM 2010 Award

– Student residential development, 

Headingly Campus

– BREEAM Multi-residential 2006

– Design Stage ‘Excellent’ (76.10%)

– High levels of insulation

– High levels of air tightness

– High levels of acoustic performance

– FSC timber

Protecting People, Property and the Planet

BREEAM In-Use
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BREEAM In-Use

– Assessment of environmental 

performance in use

– Pre-assessed by client

– Certified by Auditor

– Three parts;

– Asset rating
– Building Management Rating

– Organisational rating

– KPI outputs

Example assessment criteria

– Asset (Part 1)

“Are tenancy sub-meters 

provided?”

– Management (Part 2)

“Is there a policy for minimising 

the use of harmful VOC-emitting 

materials or substances?”

– Organisational (Part 3)

“Do you reduce/manage the 

negative environmental impacts 

associated with staff commuting, 
business travel and /or 

visitor/customer travel?”

Steps to certification

1. Visit www.breeam.org/inuse

2. Download free training material and complete online 

exam

3. Receive Exam Pass ID

4. Visit www.assetinuse.com

5. Create account

6. Log assets

7. Register measurements

8. Undertake pre-assessment

9. Submit to Auditor online alongside evidence base

10. Receive certification

Met Office, Exeter

– Built 2003

– Designed to minimise environmental impact

– Part office, part super data centre

– Assessment identified areas for improvement, 

particularly energy use

Useful resources

– Website;

– Case Studies

– Manuals
– BREEAM Awards

– Webinars

– Podcasts

www.breeam.org

– BRE Trust publications

www.brebookshop.com

– BREEAM banners/posters

Green Book Live – buildings and assessor information
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BREEAM Office: 01923 664462

breeam@bre.co.uk
www.breeam.org


