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Waste management

The University’s Environmental Policy states:
We will conduct our own activities and operations to reflect
best environmental practice, implement an environmental
management system to pursue sustainability and continuous
improvement and seek innovative ways of meeting
environmental objectives.

One of our main environmental objective relates to improving
our management of waste. In the calendar year 2004 we
collected 1631 tonnes of waste from the Leeds campus and
recycled 317 tonnes, 19.5% of the total. Tougher UK and
European targets on recycling call for 25% and 30% of
collected waste to be recycled by the end of 2005 and 2010
respectively.

The Landfill Directive requires the amount of biodegradable
municipal waste going to landfill to be reduced to 75% of the
1995 amounts produced by 2010, 50% by 2013 and 35% by
2020. The UK landfill tax has increased by £1 per tonne in
previous years. It increased by £3 in April 2005 to £18 per
tonne and by at least £3 per year thereafter. In mainland
Europe landfill tax rates are much higher, plus costs for
segregation and pre-treatment of waste streams, so the UK
tax is likely to reach £35 per tonne over the next 5 years.
Waste minimisation and recycling programmes will therefore
deliver significant short-
term savings.

Although we have
recycling schemes in
place, such as paper
and cardboard, still too
many materials that
could be recycled are
going in the waste bins.

In order to improve our
performance and start
to change our culture a
new office waste
recycling scheme has
been in operation since
November 2003 and is
being rolled out across
campus.

Office waste recycling
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“The office waste recycling scheme has already been a

great success,but we need everyone to take part if we are

going to make a real and permanent difference.”
Professor Michael Arthur, Vice-Chancellor.

Left to right: Professor Diane Shorrocks-Taylor, Pro-Vice-Chancellor
and Chair of the University’s Environmental Steering Committee;
Professor Michael Arthur, Vice-Chancellor; Janet Willis, Cleaning Services
Manager; Dr Keith Pitcher, Environmental Officer.

Office waste recycling scheme

The office waste recycling
scheme was designed to find
the most effective ways of
recycling office waste. New
recycling containers were
provided on each floor of
buildings. Some offices had
a voluntary scheme to
encourage staff and students
to participate but their office
bins remained. In one
building all bins were
removed from the beginning
of the programme.

At the same time the
University’s other recycling

Mechanical

programmes were
publicised: cardboard, toner
& printer cartridges,
computers, mobile phones
and fluorescent tubes.

The voluntary scheme
achieved recycling rates of
28%. However if the office
bins are removed from the
beginning, leaving only the
new recycling facilities, there
is a spectacular improvement
in the recycling rate. Results
from three buildings
participating in the scheme
are shown below.

Estate

“I was shocked and appalled by our visit to the waste
site yesterday; within 5 minutes | was knee deep in paper
and books. These were not isolated incidences but
originated from across the University community.”

University Co-ordinator

Engineering Services H Psychiatry
Material Weight (kg) Weight (kg) Weight (kg)
collected
General 127.00 96.65 54.15
waste
Paper 133.25 131.80 64.60
Cans 11.70 0.90 0.60
Plastic 15.75 3.25 6.10
Glass 3.80 3.00 9.30
Cardboard 0 17.75 0
Totals 291.50 253.35 134.75
% Recycled 56.4 61.9 59.8




Rollout across campus

How does it work?

New recycling containers are provided free of charge for
plastics, cans, glass and waste. These are sited in prominent
areas on each floor of
buildings, with each
location being agreed. \
Additional paper
recycling containers can
also be provided. Atthe
same time the old office
waste bins are removed.

Waste containers are
emptied as required and
recycling materials
collected when the containers are becoming full.

Cardboard recycling bins

After the recycling scheme
has been installed an audit
can be carried out to give staff
feedback on how well the
scheme is operating.

Removal of the office waste
bins will result in over 100,000
replacement plastic bin liners
per annum no longer being
required on campus.

Paper recycling bins

From summer 2005, all cartridges sent to the mail room
will be recycled to charities supported by the University’s
research and other activities. These charities will then
obtain income from the cartridge suppliers.

There has been a lot of interest
shown in the recycling scheme
by staff and students. The [§
University’s Environmental .
Steering Group has approved
the introduction of new recycling
facilities coupled with the
removal of office bins as the
standard to be adopted by the University.

Chemical bottle recycling

"I By June 2005 25 schools

; and departments are
participating in the scheme.
We are planning to roll out the
recycling scheme across
campus over the next 18
months.

New recycling bins in
Mechanical Engineering

For information on joining the recycling scheme
please contact:

Your Environmental Co-ordinator - for details see
www.leeds.ac.uk/environmental

Janet Willis, Cleaning Services Manager
j-m.willis@leeds.ac.uk tel: 33434

Dr Keith Pitcher, Environmental Officer
k.f.pitcher@leeds.ac.uk tel: 37255

What else can | recycle?

Item

Computer equipment

How to recycle

When you know this is to be replaced contact ISS or
Cleaning Services to arrange collection

Contact information

Kevin Banks 33432
Roy Schofield

Printer & toner cartridges

Send in internal post to Mailroom

Harminder Kalyan 36320

Mobile phones, chargers
& manuals

Send in internal post to Cleaning Services

Kevin Banks 33432

Empty chemical bottles

Fisher chemicals have supplied a collection & return

34177

Further recycling options are being added. For up-to-date information, visit our website
www.leeds.ac.uk/environmental
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