
Understanding Sustainable 
Development (SD) 

By Pam Reynolds  
Sustainability Manager 



Aims and Objectives 

• Understand the three elements of Sustainable 
Development (SD) 

• Understand why SD is important  
• Determine what my role is at the College 
• Understand how I promote SD 
• Issues around sustainability literacy 
• Understand how and why other companies 

promote SD and CSR (case study) 
• Understand how promotion and marketing can 

help SD campaigns  
 
 
 
 



Ice Breaker 

 
 

 
What does sustainability mean to you? 



What is Sustainable Development 

'Development that meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own 

needs.' (Brundtland 1987) 

 

Sustainable development  is about using resources more efficiently, in 
order for society to reduce not only its impact on the environment, but 
on the economy, whilst improving social impacts both locally and 
globally to ensure a fairer and more sustainable future.  

 
 



What is Sustainability? 

'Development that meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the needs of future generations to meet their own 

needs.' (Brundtland 1987) 

 

Sustainable development  is about using resources more efficiently 
and educating people about the issues of sustainable development in 
order for society to reduce not only its impact on the environment, but 
on the economy, whilst improving social impacts both locally and 
globally to ensure a fairer and more sustainable future.  

 

 
• Education is essential to SD and in order to improve SD 

we need to understand it 
• The education of today is crucial to enhancing the ability 

of the leaders and citizens of tomorrow to create 
solutions and find new paths to a better, more 
sustainable future 

• SD will impact on you in the workplace  
• You can make a difference  

Education and Sustainable Development 
 (ESD) 



What do we need?  

1. To live? 
2. To lead comfortable lives? 
3. To have health & well 

being? 
4. To have economic well 

being? 



Human needs in the Developed World 
 
 
 

Transport 
Heating 
Lighting 
Cooking 
Clothing 
Learning 
Leisure 

Health care 
Communication 



The Three Elements of Sustainable Development  
 

The diagram illustrates the three elements of SD and focuses not just on the economic value of a company 
or project, but also on the environmental and social value   

 

Environmental 

 Economic Social Economic- Social  

Environmental-
Economic 

Social – 
Environmental  

Sustainability = 
Human happiness  

All three elements are required in order to achieve sustainable development and an impact on one 
element will usually have a knock on effect for the other two elements 



UNESCO Framework 

The UNESCO Framework 2003 identifies 10 key themes 
for SD: 
 
• Overcoming poverty 
• Gender equality 
• Health promotion 
• Environmental protection and conservation  
• Rural transformation 
• Human rights 
• Intercultural understanding & peace 
• Sustainable production & consumption 
• Cultural diversity  
• Information & communication technologies  



My role at the College 



Initiatives at the College 

• Green Impact scheme 
• Mend Not Spend Fair 
• Charity Collections 
• Car Share scheme 
• Food and general waste recycling 
• Local Beach Clean events 
• Green Week 
• Fairtrade Fortnight 
• Fun runs 











How does the College engage with 
staff and students? 

• Desktop wallpapers 
• Eco Echo newsletter 
• Youth Bites 
• Moodle 
• TV screens 
• Emails 
• Student Forums  
• Tutorial Bulletin 
• Staff E-Bulletin 
• Word of mouth 
• Facebook 
• Twitter 
• Flyers 
• Speaking to individual people – Freshers Fayre, staff meetings etc 

 



Sustainability Literacy  
Sustainability literacy is all the rage. We needed the knowledge, skills and 
understanding required to fashion a more sustainable future.  
 
- Articles are published, workshops convened, websites designed and curriculum       

guidance issued or at least suggested. 
 
- Media literacy, computer literacy, visual literacy, intercultural literacy and a whole 

host of other literacies seem to be attracting increasing interest. 
 
- As with all marketing terms, the aim was to grab attention (which it has done) 

rather than open up a concept to critique.  
 
But now we are left using this handy shorthand term that is not best suited to the 
nature of learning for sustainability 

 

http://arts.brighton.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/6202/Sustainability-Literacy-Blewitt-and-Vare.pdf 



Sustainability Literacy  
Sustainability/ sustainable development is often incessantly debated, sometimes 
dismissed and frequently misunderstood and misused.  
 
The problem here is again not a definitional one as there are plenty of woolly 
concepts that are also subject to numerous definitional realities. Just think of 
‘democracy’ or ‘community’.  
 
The problem with sustainability is that it requires meaning schemes and perspectives 
that are at once holistic, multi-vocal and pragmatic changes.  



What’s you view?  

Is literacy the key to making people 
understand sustainability? 



CSR 

A concept whereby companies integrate social 
and environmental concerns in their business 
operations and in their interactions with their 
stakeholders on a voluntary basis. 
 
Source: European Commission (2010) – 
Corporate Social Responsibility  
 



• Sustainability is about profit...it is the opportunity of the century - Ben Clarke, Kraft 
Foods (2008) 
 

• It takes 20 years to build a reputation and five minutes to ruin it. If you think 
about that, you'll do things differently - Warren Buffet, US business magnate, investor, 
and philanthropist 
 

• It's not enough simply to wear the badge of corporate responsibility. Business 
must accept that real change is the only response to climate change and other 
environmental crises - Jonathon Porritt, chairman of the UK Sustainable Development 
Commission (2007) 
 

• Companies not interested in sustainable development issues will not survive long 
- Malcolm Brinded, Chairman of Shell UK (1999) 
 

• Business as usual is dead. Green growth is the answer to both our climate and 
economic problems - Danish Prime Minister Anders Fogh Rasmussen (2009) 
 
 

CSR quotes  



Companies in the local area engaging  
Sustainable Development 

• M&S 
• Starbucks 
• Costa Coffee  
• H&M 
• Monsoon 
• Body Shop 

 



Sustainability  



 





Don’t let fashion go to waste 



 



 





The Sustainable Future of H&M 

Sustainable growth 
• Years of success and solid growth have resulted in a strong 

financial position. This allows us to make the most of each 
business opportunity and create potential for continued 
expansion with focus on quality, sustainability and continued 
high profitability. 

• Before we move into a new country or city an assessment is 
made of the market’s potential. Factors such as demographic 
structure, purchasing power, economic growth, infrastructure, 
political risk, human rights and environmental sustainability 
are analysed. 
 





By 2020, 100 of the world’s largest companies will 
have committed to 100% renewable power and 
H&M are just one of the companies signed up to this 
commitment. 
 
 
 





Millions of tons of plastic debris are polluting world's oceans. 
 
Not only does it directly kill hundred-thousands or even millions of aquatic animals annually, 
its fouling may spread harmful algae and other invasive species, and furthermore serves as a 
transport medium for pollutants (including PCB and DDT), accumulating in the food chain. 
 
Plastic pollution costs governments, companies and individuals millions of dollars in damages 
per year, due to loss in tourism, vessel damages and (inefficient) beach clean-ups. 



Problem: Conventional clean-up ideas have never been financially realistic, let 
alone remediation of millions of square kilometres. 
 
Solution: This concept is so efficient, that we estimate that by selling the plastic 
retrieved from the 5 gyres, we would make in fact more money than the plan would 
cost to execute. In other words; it may potentially be profitable 

THE SOLUTION  





Citizenship and Sustainable Development   
 

The GIRL EFFECT has been called a“ Revolutionary Movement” 
  

The aim of the project is to:  
• Prevent child/young marriages  
• Educate girls 
• Educate girls about HIV 
• Offer girls job opportunities 
• Offers girls life opportunities 
 

The project help to improve and develop: 
• Citizenship 
• Human Rights 
• Standards of living 
• The rate of HIV sufferers  
• Education  
• Poverty  
• Communities  
• Economies  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Vq2mfF8puE  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Vq2mfF8puE


 



 



http://girleffect.org/uploads/documents/5/Girl_Effect_Tool_Kit.pdf 
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