
 

 

 

To The Rt Hon Greg Clark MP and Nick Boles MP 

18 July 2014 

 

 

Dear Mr Clark and Mr Boles, 

On behalf of the 240 UK universities and colleges I represent at the Environmental 
Association for Universities and Colleges (EAUC), I wanted to congratulate you on your new 
Ministerial posts. You arrive at an exciting time of change and opportunity. 

The EAUC comprises universities and colleges which recognise the social, economic and 
environmental value tertiary education can make to driving sustainable regeneration. By 
educating more sustainability literate citizens we can step-up to the complex interdisciplinary 
problems of resource depletion, population growth, inequality and a changing climate to name 
a few.  

Your predecessors didn’t do terribly well in this area. For example, the 2014 HEFCE Grant 
letter failed to mention sustainability and the myriad of benefits it brings in driving better value 
for money, more efficiency, reducing risks, attracting and retaining staff and students, driving 
enterprise and strengthening marketing advantage. In Further Education, carbon reduction 
goes hand in hand with delivering value from the estate and building financial resilience. Not 
to mention driving low-carbon enterprise skills. The profile and support for this agenda has 
been absent from BIS of late. 

My members and I sincerely hope you will do better in your new jobs. There is a lot at stake if 
you don’t.  

The EAUC recognises that Government cannot deliver a more sustainable education sector 
on its own. That is why 7 months ago in the House of Commons we launched ‘A Manifesto for 
dialogue, collaboration and action Post Rio+20’. The Manifesto calls on all stakeholders to 
work together to deliver the education commitments agreed by the UK Government in the 
Rio+20 document, The Future We Want. A copy is attached for your reference.  

Representing our members, I would be delighted to meet with you to explore how BIS can 
empower and facilitate UK universities and colleges to deliver the future-fit education and 
skills our people and planet desperately need.  

I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Iain Patton 
EAUC Chief Executive 


